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STATE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  8cc. 


It  is  now  nearly  fix  years  fince  we  have 
been  engaged  in  a  conteil,  the  mod  event- 
ful and  fanguinary  of  any  which  are  recorded 
in  hiilory.  The  long-eflablifhed  fyftem  of 
Europe  has  been  fhaken  to  its  very  founda- 
tion. The  Auftrian  Netherlands  have  become 
an  integral  part  of  France  :  and  {he  has  ex- 
tended her  limits  to  the  Alps  and  to  the 
Rhine.  She  has  fubjugated  the  Republicks  of 
Holland  and  Switzerland,  fc  long  objctls  of 
interefl  and  attention  to  every  country  of 
Europe.  She  has  changed  the  whole  face  of 
Italy  ;  annihilated  Venice  ;  revolutionized  Ge- 
noa -J    and    eftabli filed    Republicks,    after  her 

B  3  own 
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own  model,  in  Lombardy,  and  at  Rome. 
She  has  reduced  the  Pope  to  become  a  wan- 
derer m  foreign  countries.  She  has  corrupted 
Pruffia ;  intimidated  Vienna ;  and  compelled 
Spain,  firft  to  conclude  a  peace,  and  then  an 
ofFenfive  alUance  with  her.  But  her  views 
have  been  by  no  means  confined  to  one  quar- 
ter of  the  globe.  She  has  defrauded  and  in- 
fulted  x'^merica  j  and  has  planted  the  tri-co- 
loured  flag  on  the  cadle  of  Grand  Cairo,  as  a 
previous  flep  to  the  invafion  and  overthrow  of 
every  empire  of  the  Eafl, 

Amidft  thefe  fcenes  of  ruin  and  devaftation, 
the  ifland  of  Great  Britain  alone  has  fuccefs- 
fuliy  refilled  her  power.  The  Britifh  empire 
has  not  only  been  preferved  entire,  but  our 
Foreign  dominion  has  been  extended. 


By 
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By  the  capture  of  Martinico,  St.  Lucia,  and 
Tobago,  we  have  fecured  our  Weft  India 
commerce,  and  prevented  the  contagion  of 
Jacobinifm  from  fpreading  to  our  own  co- 
lonies. 

By  the  conquell:  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  Ceylon,  we  have  fecured,  and  even 
ftrengthened  our  Indian  empire. 

We  have  gained  over  France,  and  her  de- 
pendants, four  of  the  mof:  brilliant  naval  vic- 
tories, of  which  there  is  any  example,  in  the 
hiftoiy  of  the  world. 

We  have  taken,  burnt,  and  defl:royed,  more 
than  fixty  fhips  of  the  line,  and  more  than  a 
hundred  frigates. 

B^  Wc 
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We  ai't  in  pofTeflion,  at  the  prefent  moment, 
of  the  undifputed  command  of  the  ocean  in 
€veiy  quarter  of  tlie  world.  We  are  in  the  a6t 
of  blocking  up  the  Dutch  fleet  in  the  Texel, 
the  French  fleet  in  Breft,  and  the  Spanifli 
fleet  in  Cadiz ;  and  the  lafl:  of  our  feries  of 
Victories,  the  glorious  battle  of  the  Nile,  has 
given  a  death  blow  to  the  naval  power  of  France, 
in  the  Mediterranean. 

We  have  annihilated  the  commerce  of  ou; 
enemies,  and  added  immenfely  to  our  own. 

Whilfl:  perfecution  and  bloodflied  have 
marked  the  progrefs  of  French  arms  and 
French, power  3  We  have  afforded  an  afylum 
to  the  diftrefTed  and  affli6led  of  all  countries. 
The  perfecuted  Priefl,  the  baniflied  Magiflrate, 
the  Royalift  Officer,  grown  old  in  fervlce, 
havGL  all  here  found  flielter  and  fupport^ 
I  Their 
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Their  wants  have  been  relieved,  their  fufFer- 
ings  have  been  pitied,  and  their  merits  have 
been  refpefted. 

In  this  ftate  of  things  we  ought  to  offer  up  our 
prayers  of  thankfgiving  to  Almighty  God,  by 
whofe  aid  alone  we  have  been  enabled  to  oppole 
fuccefsfully  the  defigns  of  our  enemies.  And 
we  ought  to  feel  rerpe6l  and  attachment  to  that 
Government,  which  has  been  the  inftrument,  in 
the  hands  of  Heaven,  to  effect  our  dcUverance, 
and  to  conduct  us  to  fafety  and  to  glory.  What 
muff  be  the  tree,  which  has  produced  fuch  fruit? 
What  muft  be  the  nature  of  thofe  inftitations, 
wliich  have  fhev/n  thernfelves /?/-(5;2^,  v/hilft  every 
thing  around  them  has  proved  ^ii-cak  ? 

To  enable  us,  hov/ever,  to  form  a  juft  effimate 
of  the  condu6l  of  Government,  Lt  us  take  a  re- 
N'iew  of  the  principles  which,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  contcft,  appear  to  have  ac- 
tuated them. 

It 
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It  is  well  known,   that   at  the  period   al- 
luded to,  the  country  was  divided  (as  it  ftill  is) 
into  two  political  parties,  who  entertained  very 
different  fentiments,  refpecling  the  French  re- 
volution,  and  the  origin  of  the  war.      The 
Party  who  oppofed  the  meafures  of  Govern- 
ment,  continually  maintained  "    that  France 
never  wified  for  nvar ;  that  Jhe  had  been  imjujily 
forced  into  it ;  that  fie  aBed  on  principles  purely 
defenfive 'j   that  every  power   inight   make  peace 
nvith  her,  wIjo  pleafed-,  that  there  was  as  much  fe^ 
curity  in  peace,  with  her,   as  with  many  of  the 
ancient  governments   of  Europe  -,    that  all  thofe 
countries^  who  had  been  defrous  of  remaining  in  a 
fate  of  neutrality,  had  found  no  difficulty  in  pre- 
ferving  the  accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity 
with  her  j  that  fie  was  ifijured,   rather  than  in- 
juring-,  and  that  it  was  unjufi   in   the  greatefi 
degi'ee,  to  i?npute  to  the  Government  of  Fraiice, 
fentiments  whidj  were  contained  in  the  fpeeches  of 

a  few 
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a  few  cictra''^agant  individuals.    The  party,  who 
defended  the  war,  and  the  meafurcs   of  Go- 
vernment, connecled  with  it,  contended,  T^hat 
the   ivar  was  occaJio7ted  by  the  unwarranted  ag- 
grejjion  of  Trance  5  that  in  defiance  of  the  mojl  fo^ 
lemn  engagcriv^nts^  into  which  f:e  had  entered  7Jof 
7na)iy  t?2ontl:s  f)efcre,  fie  bad  feized  upon  the  Auf- 
trian  Netherlands  and  Savoy  as  co?iquercd  coun^ 
triesy  and  annexed  them  to  her  ojni   dominions -y 
that  fi:e   had  violated  the  neutrality  of  Holland, 
whom  foe  knew  we  were  bound  by  treaty  to  defend  ^ 
that  fie  had  proclaimed  her  intention  of  Supporting 
the  difaffeSfed  in  all  countries  againfl  their  -refpec- 
tive  go^jernments ',  that  fie  had  received  and  en-^ 
CDuraged  addrefjes  from  [editions  focieties  in  Great 
Britain;  that  whilfi  thefe  different  fuhjeBs  of  com- 
plaint were  under  difcujjiony  fi.e  had  a&ually  de- 
clared war   againft   us  ;  that  the  war,  in  faSi, 
grew    out   of  the   revolution;    that  the  objeSl    of 
France  was  to  extend  her  power y  and  her  prin- 
ciples 
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ciplesy  over  the  whole  world ,  that  if  any  of  the 
powers  of  Europe  had  been  able  to  remain  in  a 
fate  of  neutrality^  with  her,  it  was,  becaufe  it 
could  not  be  the  inter ef  of  France^  to  eitgage  her f elf 
in  hoftilities  with  all  the  wo?'ld  at  once  ;  but  that 
iffefucceeded  in  crufiing  thofe  powers,  with  whom 
fie  was  a^ually  at  war,  jhe  would  then  turn  her 
anns  againjl  fuch  as  had  remained  in  peace, 

Wc  have  now  the  conducl  of  France  for  a 
courfe  of  iix  j^ears  before  our  eyes.  Which  of 
thefe  opinions  does  a  fair  review  of  it  go  to 
confirm  ?  Is  it  in  the  treatment  of  con- 
quered countries,  that  her  moderation  is  to 
be  found  ?  appeal  only  to  the  wretched  inha- 
bitants of  the  provinces  flie  has  fubdued.  Is  it 
In  her  negotiations  ?  look  to  the  conferences 
at  Liile,  anrl  the  correfpondence  at  Raftadt. 
Is  it  in  her  deportment  towards  Neutral  Powr 
ers  r  inquire  of  Genoa,  of  Venice,  qf  Switzer- 
land, 
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land,  of  America,  and  of  Turkey.  Eveiy  one 
of  thefe  Powers  had  either  preferved  the  flri^l- 
eft  neutrality  from  the  beginning  of  the  War, 
or  had  even  fliewn  a  decided  partiaHty,  in  fome 
inftances  a  degrading  fubmifllon,  to  France. 
By  them,  therefore,  the  Oppofition  muft  admit 
that  the  charadler  of  the  French  Government 
has  been  tried,  and  let  them  decide  the  que- 
ftion. 

,  It  would  be  difficult,  at  firft  view,  to  con- 
ceive what  could  be  the  objecl  of  France,  in 
her  condu6l  towards  fome  of  thofe  powers. 
Switzerland  appeared  to  have  nothing  in  her 
which  could  give  France  any  alarm.  She  had 
condu6led  herfelf  towards  France,  throughout, 
with  the  moft  humble,  not  to  fay  abje6l  defe- 
rence and  devotion.  To  revolutionize  a  coun- 
try fo  circumftanced,  feemed  to  promife  no 
adequate  advantage  5  and  to  opprefs  the  peace- 
able 
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able  and  happy  inhabitants  might  have  the 
effect  of  exciting  a  fentiment  of  indignation 
throughout  Europe  ;  but  the  Great  Natio?i  had 
decreed  it,  and  no  fubmiiTion,  no  remonftrance, 
no  concelTion,  could  avail.  She  marches  an 
army  into  the  heart  of  their  territory,  and 
after  a  fhort,  but  fevere  confiicl,  fubverts  the 
governmerit,  and  devotes  the  country  to  pillage, 
devaflation,  and  ruin. 

America  will  afford  an  inflance,  equally 
flrong,  with  Switzerland,  of  the  principles 
which  govern  the  Directory.  The  diftance 
of  America  from  France,  feemed  to  preclude 
th^  poilibility  of  a  difference  between  them 
on  many  points,  which  might  occur  between 
nations  that  were  more  contiguous ;  it  was 
clearly  the  interejl  of  France,  to  avoid  fuch  a 
Ihie  of  policy  as  might  induce  America,  for 

her 
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her  own  fccuiity,  to  connect  heiTelf  with 
Great  Britain.  The  obligations  which  the 
French  Rulers  have  never  ccafcd  to  profefs 
they  owe  America  for  the  elements  of  their 
Revolution  might  incline  them,  it  was  fup-. 
pofed,  to  adopt  a  conciliatory  policy  towards 
this  one  Power :  and  certainly  no  Government 
could  fliew  greater  unwillingnefs  to  engage  in, 
hoflilities,  than  that  of  the  United  States.  Yet 
even  America  is  pillaged,  infulted,  and  com- 
pelled to  take  up  arms  in  her  own  defence. 

The  condufl  of  France  indeed,  has  even 
gone  beyond  the  apprehenfion  of  thofe  who 
were  moil:  awake,  from  the  beginning,  to  the 
danger  of  her  principles  and  extent  of  her  de- 
figns  ;  and  who  faw  in  War  the  only  means 
of  refifting  them  :  and  now  at  ieail  it  muft 
be  admitted,  by  every  perfon  not  abfolutely 
deaf  to  the  leflbns  of  experience,  that  the 
7  principle 
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principle  on  which  the  War  was  orighially 
defended,  has  been  completely  verified ;  that 
the  views  of  France  ive?'e  of  the  nature  they 
were  then  maintained  to  be ;  and  that  it 
would  have  htzn  fatal  to  the  happinefs,  and 
perhaps  to  the  exiftence  of  Great  Britain,  if 
the  line  of  condu6t  then  recommended  by 
Opposition  had  been  adopted.  Mufl  not  that 
miniiler  have  been  infane,  who  would  have 
adviled  us  to  fit  by,  patient  fpeclators  of  the 
aggreflion  of  France  on  all  other  Powers,  until 
the  time  fhould  come,  when  flie  fhould  be 
pleafed  to  inform  us,  that  it  was  our  turn  to 
be  devoured? 

If  we  have  reafon  to  approve  of  our  Foreign 
policy,  we  ihail  find,  upon  examination,  that 
we  have  not  lefs  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  our 
internal  fyflem.  The  apprehenfion  which  for 
feveral  years  has  prevailed  throughout  the  coun- 
try. 
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try,  that  we  were  in  confiderable  danger,  from 
the  progrefs  of  Jacobin  Principles,  appeared 
to  a  great  majority  both  in  and  out  of  Par- 
liament to  be  i^rounded  upon  evidence  fufBci- 
ent  to  juftify  meafures  of  precaution ;  but  it 
was  uniformly  treated  by  opposition  as  un- 
founded. Thev  have  continually  maintained, 
I'bat  the  Correfpcnding^  end  other  Societies  of  the 
fame  defer ipt ion ^  in  lL?iglafidy  were  defirous  only  of 
Parliamentary  Kefonn  ;  that  the  United  Irijhmen 
limited  their  vieiz's  to  Catholick  Emancipation^  as 
it  is  called,  and  Farliam^titary  Hefcrm ;  that  the 
Chiefs  of  the  latter  ivere  niojl  virtuous  Patriot Sy 
and  as  averfe  from  all  idea  of  pure  Democracy ^ 
er  from  any  defire  to  countenance  foreign  invafcny 
as  the  Members  of  the  Efiglifi  Opposition. — 
Let  us  now  fee  how  the  fa6t  ftands. — The  plot 
is  at  lafl:  completely  unravelled :  and  we  have 
the  diftincl  admiffion  of  the  Ghiefs  of  the 
Irifh  Union,  that  their  objetl  was  pure  Bemo- 

C  cracs ; 


(     i8     )       ■ 

cracy-y  that,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  it,- 
they  had  conne6l:ed  themfelves  with  France, 
and  had  foHcited  the  ajfifiance  of  a  French  Army^ 
and  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  people  of  Ire- 
land cared  not  a  jot  for  either  Catholic  E?nan' 
cipation  or  Parliamentary  Reform, 

We  have   fufficient  proof  from  the  fame 
fource*,  that  there  is  a  party  in  Great  Britain, 

afting 

*  It  appears  by  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland,  that  Binns,  a  very  active 
member  of  the  Correfponding  Society  of  London,  was  fent  to 
Dublin  in  the  courfe  of  laft  winter,  with  an  Addrefs  from  the 
United  Britons  to  the  United  Irllhmen  ;  that  he  was  introduced 
to  a  fociety  of  United  Irishmen  by  a  perfon  named  Quigley. 
The  Brother  of  this  Binns,  a  member  likewife  of  the  Corref- 
ponding Society,  was  afterwards  detected  in  endeavouring  to 
cfcape  from  Great  Britain  to  France,  in  company  with  O'Con- 
ner  and  the  fame  Quigley,  at  the  very  time  that  there  was 
found  in  the  pocket  of  the  latter,  an  Addrefs  to  the  French 

Dixedory, 
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ailing  upon  fimilar  principles.  Bat  fuch  proof 
was  indeed  unneccHary :  for  who  can  recollect 
the  dreadful  mutiny  in  the  fleet  and  the  con- 
feflions  that  were  on  that  occafion  made,  by 
fome  of  the  unfortunate  fufferers ;  who  can 
recollect  the  regular  plan  that  was  laid  at  the 
fame  time,  for  creating  a  fimilar  mutiny  in 
the  army  by  circulating  reports  on  the  fame 
day,  in  places  the  moft  remote,  that  a  general 
rifmg  of  the  army  had  actually  taken  place ; 
and  ftill  perfift  to  doubt  that  there  exiiled  a 
Jacobinical  Confpiracy  in  this  country  to  fub- 
vert  the  Government  ?   or  that  the  meafures 

Directory,  urging  them  to  Invade  this  country  ;  and  it  appears 
by  the  Report  likewife,  that  Lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  about 
the  fame  time,  confeffed  to  a  friend,  who  was  an  United  Irifh- 
man,  that  he  had  received  letters  from  London,  which  informed 
him  that  the  difaffedi^d  who  would  rife  there  on  a  common 
emergency  amounted  to  feventeen  thoufand,  but  that  many  more 
would  come  forward  in  cafe  of  adual  invafion. 

C    2  of 
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of  fecurity  which  Paiiiament  adopted  to  fru- 
ftrate  its  deiigns,  were  loudly  called  for,  by  the 
atrocious  and  dcfperate  attempts  of  the  moft 
daring  and  flagitious  traitors. 

In  Ireland,  meafures  of  precaution  unfor- 
tunately proved  infufficient.  The  Confpiracy, 
favoured  by  many  circumftances  on  which  it 
is  not  neceffary  nov/  to  dwell,  broke  out  there 
into  afts  of  open  rebellion  :  but  the  meafures 
adopted  by  government  for  the  purpofe  of 
fapprelling  it,  appear  to  have  been  founded 
in  the  foundeft  wifdom.  The  confpiracy  be- 
gan in  the  North,  and  gradually  extended 
itfelf  Southwards.  The  policy  of  the  Irifli 
government,  vv'as  to  compel  the  confpirators 
to  declare  themfelves  in  a  particular  province, 
before  their  fchemes  were  ripe  for  execution, 
and  before  they  had  been  able  to  make  anf 
confiderable  progrefs  in  corrupting  the  adjoin- 
ing 
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ing  provinces.  In  the  autumn  of  1796,  and 
fpring  of  1797,  the  province  of  Ulfler  was  com- 
pletely  organized  J  but  the  confpiracy  had  made 
little  way,  at  that  time,  in  any  of  the  other 
provinces.  In  confequcnce  of  the  vigorous  and 
falutary  meafures  adopted  by  government,  the 
United  Irilhmen  of  Ulftcr  were  under  the 
necelllty  of  either  renouncing  their  defigns, 
or  of  rifmg  prematurely :  they  chofe  the 
latter,  and  by  the  exertions  which  govern- 
ment were  at  that  time  enabled  to  make,  the 
rebellion  in  Ulfler  was  fo  completely  fup- 
prefTed,  that  when  in  the  prefent  year,  the  in- 
fur  reclion  broke  out  in  Leinfter,  the  province 
of  Ulfler,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few 
places,  remained  in  a  ftate  of  tranquility.  The 
fame  policy  has  been  adopted  with  equal  fuccefs 
in  Leinller.  The  confpiracy  had  m.ade  afloniOi- 
ing  progrefs  throughout  that  province  the 
beginning  of  this  year :  but  the  Irilh  Cabinet, 
C  3  in 
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in  confequence  of  a  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  plans  of  the  rebels,  had  the  prudence 
to  adopt  fueh  meafures  of  prevention  as  ren- 
dered them  defperate.  The  crifis  accordingly 
camQ  on,  and  the  whole  ilrength  of  Govern- 
ment was  employed  in  crufliing  the  rebellion 
in  Leiniler,  before  the  Chiefs  of  the  Union 
were  ready  for  action,  and  before  they  had 
been  able  to  extend  their  defigns  to  Cour 
naught,  or  even  in  any  very  great  extent,  to 
Munfler. 

Thus  has  GreatBritain,  furrounded  by  ene- 
mies of  every  defcription,  been  hitlierto  fa 
fortunate  as  to  baffle  all  their  attempts.  We 
have  refifted  the  power  of  France  abroad  j  We 
have  preferved  peace  and  tranquility  at  home, 
notv/ithflanding  every  attempt  to  diflurb  it  5 
and  We  have  been  fuccefsful  in  fupprefiing 
g  moil  daring  and  bloody  Rebellion  in  our 

Sifter 


(     23     ) 

Sifter  Kingdom. — But  there  arc  fome  who  will 
fay,  that  our  great  obje6l  was  to  deftroy  Jaco- 
binifm  in  France,  and  that  in  that  objecl  we 
have  completely  failed.  My  anfvver  is,  We 
have  defti'oyed  one  arm  of  Jacobinifm,  the 
ARM  by  which  flie  was  moft  capable  of  in- 
jurying  us, — by  the  annihilation  of  her  naval 
power. 

It  never  was,  nor  ever  could  be  pretended, 
by  any  one,  that  it  was  pofTible  for  Great  Bri- 
tain to  fucceed  againft  France  on  the  Conti- 
nent, unlcfs  the  Powers  of  the  Continent  were 
difpofed  to  perform  their  duty.  No  efforts  have 
been  wanting,  on  our  part,  to  ftimulate  them 
to  exertion.  We  have  confederated  them  j  we 
have  fubfidized  them ,  we  have  entered  into 
the  moft  folemn  treaties  with  them,  to  every 
article  of  which  we  have  remained  faithful : 
but  the  treachery  of  fome,  the  weaknefs  of 
C  4  others. 


(      24      ) 

others,  the  httle  jealoiifies  of  all,  have  led 
them  to  facriiice  their  own  honour,  and  tlieir 
own  fecurity,  to  the  moft  contemptible  con- 
fiderations.  We  have  done  our  part^  atid  fiall, 
I  trujl,  conthme  to  do  it — let  them,  even  now, 
do  theirSy  and  the  World  is  saved. 

The  enemies  of  the  Britifh  Government, 
driven  from  every  other  poft,  endeavour  to 
excite  a  clamour  on  account  of  the  expences 
of  the  war.  That  all  wars  are  expenfive,  that 
this  war  has  been  greatly  expenfive,  cannot  be 
denied  :  we  fliall  find,  however,  a  remarkable 
difference  between  the  expences  of  the  prefent 
and  of  any  war  that  has  preceded  it.  In  for- 
mer wars  the  expences  of  Government  have 
been  annually  encreafed ;  in  this  war  they 
have  lately  undergone  confiderable  diminution. 
But  whatever  at  any  period  they  may  have 
been,  could  any  part  of  them  have  been  avokl- 
8  ed. 
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cd,  confidently  with  the  public  fafcty  ?  Look 
at  the  gigantic  exertions  of  France,  compare 
her  efforts,  in  the  prefent,  with  thofe  flie  has 
made  in  any  former  war.  Look  at  the  ex- 
pences  which  Ihe  has  incurred,  for  the  purpofe 
of  deftroying  us,  and  then  let  us  afk  ourfelves, 
— whether,  upon  the  firfl  view  of  the  fubje6t, 
we  appear  to  have  paid  more  than  might  be 
fuppofed  requifite  for  our  prefervation. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  eveiy  war  appears  to 
have  been  more  expenfive  than  the  preceding ; 
and  for  very  obvious  reafons.  In  proportion 
as  a  country  increafes  in  population,  com- 
merce, and  every  fpecies  of  wealth,  the  prices 
of  the  different  articles  and  commodities  of 
life  will  be  raifed.  The  expences  of  indivi- 
duals will  accordingly  be  increafed,  and  the 
expences  of  Government  muft  always  preferve 
a  proportion  to  the  expences  of  individuals; 

the 
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the  accumulation  of  our  debt  and  increafe  of 
taxes  which  has  been  the  confequence  of  it, 
mufl  undoubtedly  have  produced  an  Important 
€fFe<5l  on  all  expences  private  and  public  ;  and 
as  it  has  been  our  misfortune  hitherto  that 
Our  Debt,  greatly  increafed  as  it  has  been  du- 
ring evei*y  war,  has  undergone  very  little  di- 
minution in  each  fucceeding  peace,  the  con- 
fequence has  been,  that  we  have  commenced 
a  new  war,  with  nearly  the  fame  burdens 
with  which  we  concluded  the  former  In  this 
Hate  of  things,  fuppofmg  two  wars,  in  which 
the  exertions  were  exactly  the  fame,  the  laft 
will  be  found  of  courfe  conliderably  more 
expenfive  than  that  which  preceded  it. 

The  prefent  Adminifbration  have,  however, 
effectually  guarded  againft  the  continuance  of 
this  evil  recurring  in  future,  if  we  fnould  be 
fuccefsful  in  overcQrping  our  prefent  difficul- 
ties. 
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ties.  They  have  been  the  firft  minlfters  who, 
during  a  long  and  arduous  war,  have  prelerved 
inviolate  the  Sinking  Fund  eflabliflied  during 
the  peace.  But  they  have  done  more :  in  pro- 
portion as  our  debt  has  been  increafed,  a  Sink- 
ing Fund  has  been  eftablifhed  for  the  liqui- 
dation of  it  in  a  limited  time.  The  whole 
Sinking  Fund  amounts  at  this  time  to  nearly 

FOUR    xMILLIONS   STERLING    A-YEAR  ;    a  fum  fo 

great,  as  would  promife,  in  cafe  of  the  reflora- 
tion  and  continuance  of  peace,  to  relieve  us 
from  all  our  difficulties  in  no  very  long  fpace 
of  time ;  and  in  the  event  of  the  continuance 
or  renewal  of  war,  it  will  accumulate  in  a 
very  few  years  to  fuch  an  extent  as  v/ould  be 
fufficient  to  enable  us,  with  the  aid  of  a  war- 
tax,  to  cany  on  any  conteft  in  which  we 
may  be  engaged,  without  the  neceflity  of  ai^y 
further  increafe  of  permanent  debt. 


Wc 
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We  fee,  from  what  has  been  ftated,  that 
our  prefent  difficulties  were  inevitable;  but 
if  the  country  is  true  to  itfelf,  the  perfe- 
verance  of  the  Minifler  will  accomplilli  the 
greatefl  defidcratum  in  Britifli  policy.  Our 
finances  have  always  been  confidered  as  our 
vulnerable  pait :  the  errors  which  have  made 
them  fo  have  at  lail  been  difcovered ;  and  wc 
may  be  fuccefsful,  if  we  exert  ourfelves  at  the 
prefent  moment,  in  placing  them  upon  fuch 
a  footing  as  may  enable  us  to  bid  defiance, 
upon  that  fcore,  to  all  the  defigns  of  our 
enemies.  The  rife  of  the  publick  funds,  at 
a  moment  like  the  prefent,  proves  the  con- 
fidence of  men  of  property  in  the  refources 
of  the  countiy;  and  the  benefits  that  may 
be  expected  to  accrue  from  the  annihilation 
of  fo  large  a  portion  of  our  debt  by  the 
redemption  of  the  land  tax,  will  have  the 
eile^l  of  facilitating  the   great   object  of 

the 
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the  Minifter,  and  of  enabling  hlni  to  place  the 
finances  of  Great  Britain  in  a  (late  of  fecurity, 
hitherto  unknown  to  the  government  of  any 
country  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Unanfwerable  as  the  queftion  muft  be,  there 
are  fome  who  will  not  fail  to  afK  us  again 
and  again,  When  fhall  we  have  peace  ?  — 
Let  thefe  perfons  aik  themfelves  ferioufly, 
Whether  they  believe  we  have  any  choice? 
and,  even  if  we  had,  let  them  look  at  fuch 
of  the  neighbours  of  France,  as  are  actually 
'at  peace  with  her,  and  alk  themfelves,  Whe- 
ther they  think  their  fituation  is  much  to  be 
envied  r — That  our  cause  will  finally  tri- 
umph i  that  Religion  will  fubdue  Atheifm ; 
Virtue,  Vice  J  and  Order,  Anarchy  3  we  may 
confider  as  certain  :  but  how  long  the  con- 
ili6l  may  laft,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  ma;^ 
to  determine. 

We 
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We  fhould  confider  how  great  are  the  means 
which  Providence  has  placed  in  our  Ka-rtds  :-^ 
We  have  a  powerful  and  triumphant  Navy, 
a  gallant  and  fpirited  Army,  an  unparalleled 
CommxCrce,  and  a  flourifliing  Revenue.  It  is 
our  duty  to  ufe  thefe  advantages  with  wifdom 
and  firmnefs,  and  to  fupport  any  difficulties 
which  may  arife  in  the  conteft,  with  conftancy 
and  patience. 

As  often  as  France  has  fhown  the  leafl  dif- 
pofition  to  return  to  a  system  of  modera- 
tion, the  Governm.ent  of  this  country  have 
endeavoured  to  avail  themfelves  of  it,  and  to 
lay  a  foundation  for  peace.  Hitherto  their 
efforts  have  proved  inefieflual  -,  but  the  fame 
policy  will  be  adopted  whenever  the  disposi- 
tion AND  conduct  of  THE  ENEMY  Will  ad- 
mit of  it. 

As 
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As  long,  however,  as  it  fhall  appear  to  be 
the  fyflem  of  France  to  fprcad  deJlruBion 
over  evc7y  part  of  the  civilized  world:,  to  crujh 
every  govermncnt  that  difputcs  her  ivill^  and  ta 
meafiire  her  rights  only  by  her  power y  it  is 
a  duty  we  owe  to  God,  to  ourfelvcs,  and  to 
the  world  at  large,  to  employ  our  whole 
flrength  in  oppofing  her  defigns,  and  to  aiTift 
and  fupport  every  ftate  which  is  defirous,  how- 
ever late,  of  taking  up  arms  in  the  common 
defence.  We  hope  it  will  not  be  our  fate  to 
contend  alone  5  but  whatever  be  the  condu6t 
of  other  countries,  our  determination  is  taken. 
They  may  crouch. — They  may  temporize. — They 
may  may  fubmit. — We  know  our  duty. — We  feel 
as  Chriftians  and  as  Men.  In  the  ifme  of  the 
prefent  contefl,  the  exiftence  of  all  Religion  and 
all  Government,  and  the  Rights  of  Human 
6  Nature 
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Nature,  are  involved.  We  truft  We  have  the 
the  fpirit.  We  know  We  have  the  power,  to 
defend  them. 


FJNiS. 
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